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The Start of a New Season 
 
Spring does not only bring us new flowers and new 
vegetables and longer day light hours, it also means the 
start of a new cycle of our course. Our free information 
evening at the Conexions Center this year is on 

Monday, April 21, from 7-9 pm. 
From our marketing efforts we have learned that word of 
mouth and personal recommendations are the most 
effective way to spread the word. So please don’t hesitate 
to talk about the course and forward the newsletters to 
your friends, neighbors, and relatives. Your personal circle 
will be impressed with what you had found out first and 
recommended to them! And from the survey we know just 
how creative and well versed you all are. We don’t want to 

start the new season without a big thank you to all our 35 survey respondents. Your 
quotes and descriptions have enlightened our brochure and marketing materials and 
your considerate suggestions help us to continuously improve the course. And before 
we forget: The winners of our guidebook prize for responding to the survey are  
Rolf and Florence Beier. Congratulations! Enjoy quotes, stories and comments from 
this survey in our coming newsletters. 
 

Presentations in Mountain View 
 
We are also active in spreading the word. On Monday, 
March 17, (yes, it was St. Patrick’s Day but the beer had to 
wait) we presented to very interested listeners at 
East&West bookstore. Karen and Joanna also found a 
great attentive audience at the Sierra Club’s Third Tuesday 
on March 18. Around fifty people came to hear Karen’s 
stories about the explorations through the seasons of the 
year in our bioregion illustrated by wonderful pictures from 
past course years. If you would like to invite Exploring a 
Sense of Place to present to your book club, church, 
neighborhood association, or any other group let us know, 
we are getting really good at this!  
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What’s in season now? 
¥ Winter squash 
¥ Beets 
¥ Celery root 
¥ Turnips 
¥ Kale 
¥ Chard 
¥ Leeks 
¥ Citrus 
¥ Parsnips 
¥ Radishes 

Coming soon: 
¥ Asparagus 
¥ Lettuce 
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Our Highlight of the Season  
 
Spring seems to be the season where we come out of 
our hibernating mode, leave the cave behind, and get 
active and creative again in nature. During Bioneers last 
year we met Zach Pine, a young enterprising artist from 
Berkeley and we thought you might enjoy learning about 
his various projects and approaches. For more 
information on Zach Pine’s work, you can visit his website 
at www.naturesculpture.com/. 
 

Working Together to Beat the Tide: Forging 
Connections With Nature Through Art Making 
(Article and pictures by Zach Pine) 
 
My journey as an artist began during my childhood in Northern California, where I 
spent countless hours at the beach, building structures with sand, rocks, and 
seaweed. As an adult, I’ve continued to work in nature, creating temporary sculptures 
from found natural materials. Through my work, I strive to connect more intimately 
with nature and to convey the world’s beauty and uncertainty.  
 
While making sculptures in public places, I noticed that passersby were often drawn 
in. They asked what I was doing, and why. As a way to answer their questions, I 
started inviting them to work with me. Although some people were initially reluctant, 
most quickly became inspired and excited.  
 

These unplanned collaborations 
taught me that making nature 
sculptures connects people with 
the environment, releases 
creative energy, and conveys the 
power of group work. In 2004, I 
began leading workshops with 
combined environmental, social, 
and aesthetic goals. 
 
During the 25-plus events I have 
led, I’ve enjoyed the unexpected 
learning that arises. For example, 
during an event with a group of 
high school students, we found 
quite a bit of trash at our site and 
incorporated it in several of the 
sculptures. When it was time to  

Bites of Knowledge 
 

Did you know why 
Easter is so early this 

year? 
Easter is on the first 
Sunday after the first 

full moon after the first 
equinox. 

High school student incorporating trash found 
on site into a nature sculpture. 
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Family making art with natural materials at 
Oakland’s Art & Soul Festival. 

 
 

leave, a heated debate ensued about whether we should dismantle the trash-
containing sculptures and remove the trash. Some argued that leaving those 
sculptures would accomplish a greater good – calling public attention to the litter 
problem at the site. In the end, a consensus was reached to leave the trash in place.  
 
At a beach event, a woman was 
working frantically as the tide 
rose towards her as-yet-
unfinished serpent-like sand 
sculpture. I suggested to her and 
a nearby girl that they could 
work together. The woman 
seemed skeptical that the girl 
could be of any use, and the girl 
was afraid she couldn’t 
understand what to do. As it 
turned out, they were a great 
team, finishing the sculpture in 
time to watch together, delighted 
as the waves came in and 
transformed it. 
 
Environmental education comes about easily when people work with nature. I focus 
on forging a connection to the site and materials, letting the curiosity of the 
participants drive any didactic interactions. For example, at one event I worked side 
by side for half an hour with a boy of about 10, building intricate structures with dried 
fennel stalks. Out of the blue, the boy asked, “What is this anyway? Bamboo?” I 
happened to have some bamboo handy, and the boy was rapt as I showed him the 
similarities and differences between the two plants and told him that the fennel in his 
hands was not native to California, but had been brought here by immigrants as a 
food and spice. Some fennel was growing nearby, and we smelled it together. 

 
I’m excited by opportunities to 
share my methods with others. I 
trained staff at the Bay Area 
Discovery Museum as they 
prepared for a six-week drop-in 
studio project called "Exploring 
Art With Nature." As I work with a 
Berkeley public school third-
grade class making sculptures 
from mud, sticks, rocks, and 
flowers alongside a creek, I’m 
training their teacher to use art-
with-nature activities as an 
ongoing part of her curriculum.  
 

 

Art-making at Stinson Beach during my 
annual Earth Day event. 
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“The course motivated 
me to continue to try to 
move more deeply into 

love for this place. I 
began to paint our 

bioregion as a way to 
connect. This has been a 

blessing in my life.” 
 

(Past course participant) 
 

Sometimes I bring nature to the people instead of bringing people to nature. For 
example, at Oakland’s Art & Soul urban street festival, I created a “Nature Sculpture 
Arena,” using a truckload of natural materials gathered elsewhere. Most of the festival 
participants were city dwellers who have few opportunities to connect with nature and 
little experience working with natural materials. Many of them were fascinated by the 
eucalyptus flower caps and banana leaves I brought. 
 
I am energized by the growing number of groups, such as Exploring a Sense of 
Place, reconnecting people with nature. I’ve been fortunate to collaborate with 
several organizations, leading art-making events that impart a sense of discovered 
knowledge and inspire collective action on behalf of the environment. 
 
Get involved! 
 
Exploring a Sense of Place is growing and we wel-
come your help. Here’s a few ways you can join in: 
 
1. Be a volunteer at our center. We are looking for 

volunteers who can support us by helping with 
various tasks such as preparing binders, 
mailings, filing, data entry, book sales and other 
needs that may arise. We need people with good 
computer skills, strong organizational skills, and 
who are dependable and flexible. Familiarity with 
FileMaker Pro is a plus, but not necessary.  

2. Go to the farmer’s market. We are looking for 
volunteers who would be willing to host tables at local farmers markets to get the 
word out about our program. We will take care of all the details and materials–all 
you need to do is show up! 

3. Spread the word. Contact your local bookstore and ask them to stock the 
Exploring a Sense of Place guidebook or help us distribute flyers in your library, 
neighborhood, grocery store, and other appropriate places. 

4. Donate. Make a financial contribution today! We welcome your donation online at 
www.exploringsenseofplace.org/site/?page_id=94 or mail a check to us at the 
address at the bottom of the page. Make checks to Exploring a Sense of Place. 

 
Upcoming events: 
 
Monday, April 21, 7 pm: Exploring a Sense of Place Introduction Night for the New 
Yearlong Program 
Monday, May 5, 7 pm: First Exploring a Sense of Place Enrichment Evening 
Saturday, May 10, 9 am – 3 pm: First exploration day at Windy Hill 
 
View the complete calendar at exploringsenseofplace.org/site/?page_id=4 


